CHAPTER FIVE
PRIME MINISTER OF POLAND

N several occasions during the Peace Conference
(l 1 Paderewski returned to Poland, but these visits were
\^Jr only short, and did not bring him into dose contact
with people or events. Their main purpose was to defend
before the Seym the policy of the Polish Delegation at the
Conference. Paderewski did not finally return to Poland
until the beginning of November, and the situation by then
differed from that of the day in January, when he first stepped
on to Polish soil. In those days one of his main obstacles had
been Pilsudski, who for the majority of the Polish popula-
tion was the national hero. In the east of Poland war
reigned, and it was natural that the military leader should
become the central figure in the life of the nation. Mean-
while Paderewski was held responsible for a number of things
that Poland had been unable to achieve in Paris. Ignorant
of international negotiations, many of the deputies at home
seemed not to realize that a Peace Conference was like an
Eastern bazaar, a matter of bargains, and so they blamed
Paderewski when any of the frontier questions agreed about
by councils of experts in Paris did not satisfy their own
ideas. The first Seym consisted largely of party politicians,
often without any clear policy and without a definite party
behind them. There were about fifty provincial clergy-
men among them, many Jewish rabbis, a number of
workmen and peasants, some of whom could not even
write or read; most of them had no knowledge of the
parliamentary system.
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